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Excerpt: Invisible Daughter

One possible answer is that our perceptions of the world may not be based m . ?Jy)( {4
solely on the information we receive through our five senses. As fantastic as this
may sound, a very good case can be made for such a notion. Before explaining, |
would like to relate an occurrence | witnessed in the middle 1970s. My father had ;
hired a professional hypnotist to entertain a group of friends at his house and L TALBOT
had invited me to attend the event. After quickly determining the hypnotic s
susceptibility of the various individuals present, the hypnotist chose a friend of
my father’s named Tom as his subject. This was the first time Tom had ever met
the hypnotist.

THE REVOLUTIONARY. 1:1: ITY THAT EXPLAINS
# the Mind

Tom proved to be a very good subject, and within seconds the hypnotist had him in a deep trance. He then proceeded
with the usual tricks performed by stage hypnotists. He convinced Tom there was a giraffe in the room and had Tom
gaping in wonder. He told Tom that a potato was really an apple and had Tom eat it with gusto. But the highlight of the
evening was when he told Tom that when he came out of trance, his teenage daughter, Laura, would be completely
invisible to him. Then, after having Laura stand directly in front of the chair in which Tom was sitting, the hypnotist
awakened him and asked him if he could see her.

Tom looked around the room and his gaze appeared to pass right through his giggling daughter.” No”, he replied. The
hypnotist asked Tom if he was certain, and again, despite Laura’s rising giggles, he answered no. Then the hypnotist
went behind Laura so he was hidden from Tom’s view and pulled an object out of his pocket. He kept the object
carefully concealed so that no one in the room could see it, and pressed it against the small of Laura’s back. He asked
Tom to identify the object. Tom leaned forward as if staring directly through Laura’s stomach and said that it was a
watch. The hypnotist nodded and asked if Tom could read the watch’s inscription. Tom squinted as if struggling to
make out the writing and recited both the name of the watch’s owner (which happened to be a person unknown to any
of us in the room) and the message. The hypnotist then revealed that the object was indeed a watch and passed it
around the room so that everyone could see that Tom had read its inscription correctly.

When | talked to Tom afterward, he said that his daughter had been absolutely invisible to him. All he had seen was the
hypnotist standing and holding a watch cupped in the palm of his hand. Had the hypnotist let him leave without telling
him what was going oil, he never would have known he wasn’t perceiving normal consensus reality.

Obviously, Tom's perception of the watch was not based on information he was receiving through his five senses.
Where was he getting the information from? One explanation is that he was obtaining it telepathically from someone
else’s mind, in this case, the hypnotist’s. The ability of hypnotized individuals to “tap” into the senses of other people
has been reported by other investigators.



